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By Christina Orlovsky 

With all the new-and-improved places to see and be seen in So Cal’s southernmost metropolis, 
it’s clear that America’s Finest City has become even finer. As the weather cools down, San 
Diego turns up the heat with its local fall flavor, offering an abundance of lively attractions, luxury 
accommodations, culinary hotspots and shopping enclaves to suit the styles of any visitor.  
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Rest
From timeless classics to trendsetting boutiques, 
when it comes time to rest your weary head, the 
options are endless. 

L’Auberge Del Mar: Having recently undergone 
a remarkable renovation, this coastal Del Mar 
property is the perfect seaside spot for romantic 
relaxation in a quaint village setting. 1540 Camino 
Del Mar. 800-245-9757. www.laubergedelmar.com. 

The Lodge at Torrey Pines: On the coast you’ll find a 
170-room Craftsman-style resort that lies right next 
to one of the finest golf courses in the world: the 
oceanfront Torrey Pines Golf Course. Even if you’re 

not a golf lover, you’ll find the setting peaceful and 
the spa sensational. 11480 North Torrey Pines Road, 
La Jolla. 858-453-4420. www.lodgetorreypines.com.  

Hotel del Coronado: The beachfront backdrop to 
classic films and the opulent jewel in San Diego’s 
crown island, this landmark Victorian resort has 

impressed visitors since 1888. This fall, “The Del” 
offers seasonal specials to appeal to out-of-towners 
seeking an elegant stay: Stay two nights and get 
the third night free. Or, “Fall in Love” with two nights 
of accommodations and a $150 resort credit for the 
spa, salon, dining or shopping. 1500 Orange Avenue, 
Coronado. 866-371-8858. www.hoteldel.com.

US Grant: In downtown San Diego, another historic 
hotel has undergone a $56-million facelift. The 
US Grant, a San Diego landmark since 1910, has 
restored the grandeur of eras past and introduced 
a multitude of modern-day luxuries, including in-
room spa service, marble bathrooms, fine art and 
upscale cuisine. 326 Broadway. 866-837-4270. www.
usgrant.net.  

The Ivy: In the epicenter of San Diego nightlife, the 
Gaslamp Quarter, the Ivy Hotel indulges guests’ 
more sinful side with stylish rooms, the ultra sexy 
Eden Rooftop bar and Envy Nightclub and the 
modern dining of Quarter Kitchen. 600 F. Street. 
619-814-4000. www.ivyhotel.com. 	

Hard Rock Hotel: On the corner of the Gaslamp 
Quarter lies San Diego’s newest entry into the hipster 
scene. Guests can stay in one of 150 “tricked-out” 
Hard Rock Suites, 17 Rock Star Suites or the rocker-

Lobby at L’Auberge Del Mar

Top left photo: Hotel del Coronado
Bottom left photo: Cabana view at The Lodge at Torrey Pines
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designed Black Eyed Peas Suite. 
207 Fifth Avenue. 619-702-3000. 
www.hardrockhotelsd.com. 

The Pearl: Billed as, “Down to 
Earth, Up with Style,” this beachy 
boutique in Point Loma plays 
up the retro chic renovation 
of its 23 guest rooms and hip 
nighttime offerings, including its 
“Dive-in Theatre,” a free weekly 
poolside “cinema social.” 1410 
Rosecrans Street. 877-732-7573. 
www.thepearlsd.com.

Grand Del Mar:  Located slightly 
inland, among the upscale San 
Diego communities of La Jolla, 
Del Mar and Rancho Santa 
Fe, this new resort features a 
golf course, spa and world-
class dining in a location that’s 
removed from the hustle of the 
downtown scene. 5300 Grand 
Del Mar Court. 858-314-2000. 
www.thegranddelmar.com. 

Four Seasons Aviara: Even if your 
trip to San Diego only takes you 
as far south as Carlsbad, you can 
be assured first-rate service and 
sophistication at this hotel, spa 
and golf resort. 7100 Four Seasons 
Point, Carlsbad. 760-603-6801. 
www.fourseasons.com/aviara. 

RELISH 
San Diego has become a foodie 
favorite, thanks to a variety 
of new dining establishments 
with top-rated chefs and high-
quality cuisine. From meat to 
seafood, soup to nuts, you’ll find it 
somewhere in San Diego County. 

Cowboy Star: Meat eaters rejoice! 
There’s a new kid in town that’s 
guaranteed to fulfill your cravings 
for a great steak—or bison, if 
you insist. This recently opened 
restaurant, bar and butcher shop 
in San Diego’s burgeoning East 
Village is a must for a carnivore’s 
night out on the town. 640 10th 
Avenue. 619-450-5880. www.
thecowboystar.com. 

Neighborhood: If you have a 
hankering for a good burger and 
beer, you can stay downtown and 
head to this tiny corner joint that 
takes hamburgers to a new level—
one that doesn’t involve ketchup. 
Plus, at this local favorite, it’s as 
much about the beer as it is the 
burger. With 27 craft microbrews 
on tap, including 15 local beers, 
and a monthly beer school, 
beer lovers can’t go wrong. 777 
G. Street. 619-446-0002. www.
neighborhoodsd.com.   

MaryJane’s Coffee Shop: If you’re 
looking for a late-night bite, 
don’t rely on Denny’s for an old 
standby. Head to this diner revival 

in the Hard Rock Hotel, which 
serves a specialty “De-Late Night” 
Menu, featuring breakfast classics 
and entrée and burger specials 
until 3 a.m. on weekends. 207 
Fifth Avenue. 619-764-6950. www.
hardrockhotelsd.com. 

Blanca: Cruising up Coast 
Highway 101, you’re bound 
to find any number of local 
restaurants with a beach 
vibe and good food. Blanca 
Restaurant, in Solana Beach, 
goes above and beyond the rest 
with its gorgeous contemporary 
interior and exquisite modern 
California cuisine. 437 South 
Highway 101. 858-792-0072. 
www.dineblanca.com. 

Harney Sushi Oceanside: If 
you’re staying in Northern San 
Diego County and searching for 
good sushi, head to Oceanside 
and the new location of Harney 
Sushi. With inventive dishes and 
drinks and an artistic, open 
atmosphere, it’s a social scene 
as well as a killer sushi spot. 310 
Mission Avenue. 760-967-1820. 
www.harneysushi.com.  

REVIVE 
From theatre to theme park, 
casino to community event, the 
action in San Diego is nonstop 
365 days a year. 

Bar at MaryJane’s Coffee Shop

Neighborhood’s 777 Burger
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Shoppers willing to venture farther south will exit 
just before the U.S.-Mexico border at San Ysidro for 
fabulous outlet shopping at Las Americas Premium 
Outlets (4211 Camino de la Plaza. 619-934-8400. 
www.lasamericas.com), which boasts 125 stores, 
including Coach, Neiman Marcus Last Call, Brooks 
Brothers and Kenneth Cole.  

Fashion Valley Mall: In the heart of Mission Valley, 
among countless shopping centers, Fashion 
Valley Mall stands out as the “Rodeo Drive” of San 
Diego. Newly expanded to include such high-end 
department stores as Bloomingdale’s, Nordstrom, 
Saks Fifth Avenue and Neiman Marcus, as well as 
a wide selection of luxury retailers, including Louis 
Vuitton, Gucci, Burberry, Jimmy Choo and Michael 
Kors, the shopping center will also welcome the 
highly anticipated second San Diego H&M location 
this November. 7007 Friars Road. 619-688-9113. 
www.simon.com. 

Gaslamp Quarter:  Anchored by Westfield Horton 
Plaza (324 Horton Plaza. 619-239-8180. www.
westfield.com/hortonplaza), a multi-level shopping 
center with your usual suspects, such as Banana 
Republic, Guess and White House/Black Market, 
downtown San Diego is also home to a good number 
of trendy retailers, including Urban Outfitters, Lucky 
Brand Jeans, SoHo Shoe Lab and Z Gallerie. 

Bird Rock: At the south end of La Jolla lies this quaint 
coastal neighborhood whose main street, La Jolla 
Boulevard, recently underwent construction to 
become more pedestrian-friendly and eco-friendly. 
Among coffee shops, cafes and wine bars, you’ll 
find designer clothing boutiques, jewelry stores and 
plenty of upscale local flair.   

San Diego

Resource Guide

Barona Resort & Casino
1932 Wildcat Canyon Road

Lakeside
888-7-BARONA

www.barona.com

Cobblestay
949-273-1552

www.cobblestay.com

Hotel del Coronado
1500 Orange Avenue

Coronado
800-HOTELDEL

www.hoteldel.com

L’Auberge Del Mar
1540 Camino Del Mar

Del Mar
866-562-2793

www.experiencelauberge.com

The Lodge at Torrey Pines
11480 North Torrey Pines Road

La Jolla
866-335-2192

www.lodgetorreypines.com

Pala Casino 
11154 Highway 76
Pala Reservation

877-946-7252
www.palacasino.com

Gaslamp Quarter at night




